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College of Education to launch The Fischler Academy
By: Jenna Kopec
Co-Editor-in-Chief

The Abraham S. Fischler College of
Education will launch its new program, known
as The Fischler Academy, in the fall.
Approximately 100 incoming freshman
who will be a part of the program will earn their
bachelor’s and master’s degree in education on
either a four or five year track as well as partake
in experiential education opportunities and
are guaranteed a job offer in a local county —
Broward, Palm Beach, Collier or Lee — school
upon graduation.
Luke Williams, director of The Fischler
Academy, said the program was created to align
with the college’s values of being innovators in
education.
“It’s a program that is built to shape
aspiring educators and future leaders,” said
Williams. “Built into our mission is that being
an educator is — and this is built into our core
values — being champions for social justice, for
equity, for students of all backgrounds to have
the opportunity to thrive and be successful. And
one of the ways that they can do that is by having

“Built into our mission is that being an educator is —
and this is built into our core values — being champions
for social justice, for equity, for students of all
backgrounds to have the opportunity to thrive and be
successful.”
Luke Williams,
director of The Fischler Academy

a teacher leader in the classroom, someone with
the expertise and background to really assist
them with trying to reach their dreams.
Sherilynn Soto, a sophomore elementary
education major, said that she thinks the program
will be a good addition to the college.
“I believe The Fischler Academy provides
great opportunities to students, especially
where you can recieve your Master’s within
the four years of your college experience,”
said Soto. “The Fischler college in general has

such a friendly environment and everyone is
willing to help.”
Williams said the program is designed to
combine theory with practical experience, thus
students will have different practical experiences
throughout their program. For example, students
will work as tutors for the university their
sophomore year, work in the America Reads
and America Counts program, which aids
elementary school students their junior year, and
work as a substitute teacher before completing

their internship their senior year. Students will
also travel abroad with a professor during the
spring break of their sophomore year to gain
a more global perspective as a student and
educator.
Another benefit of the program is financial.
Students in the program will receive a $17,000
annual scholarship.
“Students have the opportunity to get
a private education at a public price,” said
Williams. “And I say that because there are other
[external] grants and scholarships for people
who are interested in the education field that can
stack onto that.”
Williams said that there’s been discussion
about offering certain aspects of The Fischler
Academy to students who are already part of
the education program, but as of right now the
program is only available to first-time college
students. For more information on the program,
go to education.nova.edu/fischleracademy/
index.html.

Relay for Life event to bring awareness about cancer to NSU
By: Diego Galvez
Sports Editor

NSU, in association with the American
Cancer Society, will host Relay for Life on April
13-14 from 5 p.m. - 5 a.m. in the NSU Alvin
Sherman Library Quad.
The purpose of the event is to give people
in communities across the globe a chance to
celebrate the lives of those who have battled
cancer, remember loved ones lost and fight back
against the deadly disease through fundraising.
Relay for Life is one of the American Cancer
Society’s leading fundraisers and signature
events.
This overnight event will have a variety
of activities throughout the night surrounding
cancer research and funding. A ceremony to
honor those personally impacted by cancer
and this year’s contributors will begin in the
evening. Immediately following will be the
themed survivor and caregiver walk, where
more than 40 teams are expected to participate.
This year’s theme will be “Where in the world

we can find a cure for cancer?” This walk is to
honor the strength and courage of survivors and
caregivers with every step they take.
Student teams will be tabling alongside
the survivor/caregiver walk. One member from
each team will be on the track at all times and
members can tag each other in and out to keep
walking. The reason behind this is also the
event’s tagline, “Cancer doesn’t sleep, so we
don’t either.”
Joshua Braverman, director of university
relations for NSU Relay for Life said, “The
purest way of looking at it is that there is no
sleeping when fighting cancer.”
The way they will be encouraging the
trading of team members is by giving each
walking member a “spirit stick.” That way,
people can keep track of who’s walking and
can switch between group members. As the
night continues, they will have the luminaria
ceremony. During this ceremony, everyone

touched by cancer will be represented with a
luminaria. Each light will represent a life —
a life taken by cancer, a survivor of cancer or
support for a person still fighting the disease.
To conclude, according to Braverman, they
will have the closing ceremony where they will
celebrate what everyone that participated has
accomplished and commit to take action and
help lead the fight for a world free from cancer.
Geormani Brown, a sophomore business
management major who donated to the
fundraiser, said, “Relay for life is a great event,
encouraging strength and keeping hope alive
with every donation. For me, this means my
cousin’s exit doesn’t have to be another person’s
fate.”
Those who wish to attend this event will
learn more about cancer and how the disease
impacts the NSU community, but will also be
entertained.
“We are in a university, so we don’t like

to do anything boring at our event,” Braverman
said.
There will be bands, singers, NSU teams
and performances by students.
“We are going for that kind of experience
as well as raising money and awareness for this
cause,” Braverman added. Several survivors
will be speaking at the event as well.
The event is open to the public, and no
RSVP is required. However, as Braverman
stated, “we prefer that people sign up [on
the website] with a team or to sign in as an
individual, both of those are possibilities.”
NSU’s Relay for Life website is now open
for donations or to join a group. Students who
wish to volunteer can do it through the SLCE
Orgsync page, where they’ll have a volunteer
section for this event. For more information you
can visit relayforlife.org/novafl.
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News Briefs
Maryland high school shooter dies, armed
resource officer intervenes
A student of Great Mills High School in
southern Maryland opened fire on March 20. The
shooting began shortly after classes began, according
to USA Today. The school’s student resource officer
was alerted of the event and fired at the 17-year-old
gunman. St. Mary’s County Sheriff, Tim Cameron,
stated that it was unclear if the student shot himself
or if he fired at the resource officer. One student was
injured, and another, who allegedly recently ended
a relationship with the gunman, Jaelyn Willey, later
died of her injuries. The officer was unharmed.
Austin serial bomber suspect dies, leaves
confession video
Austin Police Chief Bryan Manley said the
suspect of the bombings around Texas made a
25-minute video where he confessed the crimes. The
23-year-old suspect blew himself up in his car as
police were getting close to finding him, according
to USA Today. As of March 22, no accomplices have
been identified and it is still unknown if the suspect
worked alone.
President Trump puts tariffs on China
On Thursday, President Trump ordered tariffs
to be put on imported goods from China. According
to CNN, the President also plans to take action
against the World Trade Organization. Beijing has
stated that they will retaliate if the tariffs go through.
Trump’s leading lawyer resigns due to strategy
disagreements
John Dowd, Trump’s leading lawyer in the
special counsel investigation resigned on Thursday,
March 22. According to the New York Times,
Dowd considered leaving several times during the
case. Dowd’s resignation could indicate growing
frustrations the President has with the special
counsel.

Fourth Annual Pre-Health Day to
take place on April 14
The Office of Career Development
and the Halmos College of Natural
Sciences and Oceanography will be
hosting the Fourth Annual Pre-Health
Day on April 14. Professionals in
healthcare will be present. Interviews
for the professional school will be on a
first-come, first-served basis. The event
will take place from 8 a.m. - 12:40
p.m. in the Carl Desantis building.
Registration includes breakfast and
snacks. For more information and to
register, go to nova.joinhandshake.
com/events/106867.
SAS Site Leader applications now
open
Sharks and Service are accepting
applications to be a Site Leader for
the 2018-2019 year. Applications
can be found on OrgSync. For more
information, contact Andrea Dobo at
ad197@nova.edu.
Alvin Sherman Library to host
literary agent Peter Miller
Literary agent and producer,
Peter Miller, will host “Get Published!
Get Produced!” at the Alvin Sherman
Library. The program is free will take
place from 6-9 p.m. in room 4009. To
register, visit lib.nova.edu/getpub.
Inter-organizational council
elections to take place on April 5
Elections
for
the
InterOrganizational Council will be held on
April 5. The goal of the IOC is to be a
resource to all student organizations of
NSU. Elections will take place at 4:30
p.m. in Mailman Auditorium. For more
information, contact Sandra Philius at
sp1783@nova.edu.

Nominations for Leadership Awards
close, event to be held April 12
By: Jenna Kopec
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Nominations for NSU’s annual Leadership
Awards closed on March 23 and nominees can
expect their invitations to the April 12 award
ceremony to arrive soon.
The Leadership Awards is an invite-only
collaboration between Student Leadership
and Civic Engagement and Campus Life and
Student Engagement designed to recognize the
work of students across campus, whether that
be presidents of student organizations, student
employees or students who work hard to better
the university but often go unnoticed.
Garrett Horejsi, graduate assistant for
student leadership and civic engagement
programs, helped plan the awards with Renae
Bollibon, graduate assistant for Greek Life.
Horejsi said that recognizing student leaders on
campus is important.
“Especially for student organizations or
student leaders who are doing the same thing
over and over again — so they’re planning
events every week or every month or several
times a year — they can kind of get lost in the
shuffle,” Horejsi said. “I think that work is
important for a college because we hope that
these are events that help them [students] learn
outside the classroom. So I think it’s important
to recognize and hopefully encourage students
who are doing these events.”
Award-winners will be determined
through a two-step process. First, applications

will be reviewed by “a variety of staff and
graduate assistant reviewers” who will rate
the application’s strength. Then the student
committee in charge of the award show will
review the strongest applications and make a
decision.
“A lot of the work that gets done, gets done
by our committee of students,” said Bollibon.
“So a lot of this is overseen by graduate assistants
but a lot of the logistics are run by our students.
They deserve a lot of credit.”
According to Horejsi, this process was
designed to ensure fairness.
“We do the two-step process to try to get
out as much bias as possible,” he said.
The Leadership Awards also takes the time
to recognize students who will receive pins for
their work or activities during the school year
such as going on Sharks and Service trips or
taking leadership classes. Overall the awards are
about recognizing students.
“We do this for the students,” said
Bollibon. “We want them to understand that
we appreciate the hard work that they put into
their organizations and events, the service hours
that they put in, the work that they out in for
departments. We want them to know that we
as staff, and other students in the community,
recognize their hard work.”
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H. Wayne Huizenga dies at 80 in his
Fort Lauderdale home
By: Madelyn Rinka
News Editor

H. Wayne Huizenga, a successful
businessman, founding owner of the Florida
Marlins and Florida Panthers and the former
owner of the Miami Dolphins, died on Thursday,
March 22, at the age of 80. His wife, Marti,
died in Jan. 2017. Huizenga had four children:
Wayne, Jr., Ray, Scott and Pam, as well as eight
grandchildren. Bob Henninger, executive vice
president for Huizenga Holdings, reported that
Huizenga succumbed to a decades-long battle
with cancer. Huizenga gave a generous donation
to NSU, thus becoming the benefactor of the
H. Wayne Huizenga College of Business and
Entrepreneurship. He was also a member of
NSU’s Board of Trustees.
Huizenga was a billionaire, creating several
Fortune 500 companies, including Blockbuster
Video and AutoNation, and donating to various
philanthropic organizations such as the Salvation
Army of Broward County and the Boys and
Girls Club of Broward County throughout his
years. At one point, he owned three sports teams
in South Florida. According to Forbes in 2017,
his net worth was estimated to have been $2.8
billion.
The self-made businessman began as a
college dropout with a trash-hauling enterprise.
After working his way up through various
investments, he was given the top honor from
the Horatio Alger Association, a recognition

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM M. RINKA
A statue honoring Huizenga sits on a bench near the building
named after him.

also received by Henry Kissinger and Supreme
Court Justice Clarence Thomas. In addition, he
was a five-time recipient of Financial World
Magazine’s “CEO of the Year,” and was
declared the “Business Leader of the Year” by
Georgetown University’s Business School.
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The Grind Coffee Project
By: Bianca Galan
Contributing Writer

NSU is a unique and lively campus, but that
doesn’t mean that Sharks can’t band together
and take an afternoon to explore the South
Florida area — even if that just means finding a
quaint place to study.
Recently renovated and conveniently
located in downtown Fort Lauderdale, The
Grind Coffee Project is not only a place to drink
coffee, but to rise and grind. Fort Lauderdale has
many coffee shops in which you can “Gill Out,”
but none compare to this one. The Grind Coffee
Project started as a homey little shop which
eventually grew to become a great coffee spot
known for its work-friendly atmosphere.
The Grind Coffee Project is warm and cozy
and their coffee and pastries are delicious. There
are many sections for students to sit down to
work, from the coffee bar, outside area, meeting

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM B. GALAN
The Grind Coffee Project is the best spot to grab your daily
dose of caffeine.

room, window table, tall tables, the couches
and the quiet room devoid of all music and
distractions.
It truly is the perfect place to go and

have a meeting, drink some coffee, complete
homework or hangout with friends. The Grind
Coffee Project is also dog-friendly, so if you
need a place to have a cup of coffee and hangout
with your best pet friend, this is the best place
to be.
The Grind Coffee Project is beautiful
inside and out, especially because of how rustic
the place is, making it perfectly comfortable.
Also, its rustic decor translates to pictureperfect, Instagram-worthy spots. Because of its
atmosphere and design, there are many places to
take fabulous pictures around the coffee shop.
Consider posing next to their “Drink Coffee,
Be Awesome” slogan for a little inspiration and
motivation.
When it comes to the drinks, The Grind
Coffee Project has many options to choose
from including cappuccinos, hot and iced lattes,

mochaccinos and different types of tea. Their
amazing pastries, muffins and croissants pair
perfectly with the beverages and are beautifully
presented in mason jars.
A perfect morning could truly be amazing
when spending it at The Grind Coffee Project.
As they say, “Drink Coffee, Be Awesome.”
The Grind Coffee Project
599 SW 2nd Ave.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301
Mon. - Thurs., 7:15 a.m. - 9:45 p.m.
Friday, 7:15 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Sat., 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Sun., 8:30 a.m. - 9:45 p.m.
$7 - $13

Archaeology: more than just old bones and stones
By: Madelyn Rinka
News Editor

March is Florida Archaeology Month
(FAM 2018) — and when most people think of
archaeology, several things may come to mind.
Whether it’s Indiana Jones or Lara Croft of
Tomb Raider-esque adventures, or images of old
european men leaning over a pit of seemingly
normal dirt, jumping for joy at the discovery of a
shred of pottery or a tooth, archaeology has more
modern day relevance than many may realize.
Archaeology, a specialization within the
broader field of study known as anthropology,
is the study of human cultures in history through
the recovery and analysis of environmental
figures and found material remains, such as
bones, stoneware tools, pottery, art or a wide
variety of other substances. In studying this,
archaeologists can get a glimpse into the
lifeways of past societies, their knowledge and
skill sets, environmental changes over time and
even how the homo sapien we know today came
to be.
“Archaeology is the study of past human

“We are telling the story
of people who wouldn’t
have had their story told
otherwise — some of the
hidden voices of the past”
Jessie Johanson, NSU
adjunct professor in the
department of conflict
resolution studies
life, but through material record, so the things
that people made, used and left behind.
Archaeologists use that for a couple of reasons.
The first of those is to look at large processes of
things that are important to our humanity, like the
domestication of plants and animals, the origins
of social inequality, but importantly we also look
at the lives of everyday people, and we try to
understand,” explained Jessie Johanson, NSU

adjunct professor who teaches anthropology in
the department of conflict resolution studies.
“What I think is really important about
that is, many times we are telling the story of
people who wouldn’t have had their story told
otherwise — some of the hidden voices of the
past. It’s the story of our humanity. It should
interest everyone.”
According to the Florida Anthropological
Society website, FAM 2018 is focusing on
Florida’s natural heritage sites that are getting
lost to “storms, erosion, modern development,
looting, sea level rise.”
Several different national organizations
have a few events scheduled throughout the
month of March, such as lectures, workshops,
informational meetings and volunteer fieldwork.
Even beyond FAM 2018, however, many sites
in Florida and across the nation depend on
the dedication of volunteers to assist in the
preservation and conservation of our delicate
history. Visit archaeological.org for a list of sites

that are looking for volunteers to see if there are
any near you.
“What I want everybody to know is there’s
a lot of ways to get involved in your own cultural
heritage, and in the cultural heritage of Florida.
You can do things such as archaeology events
that are held for the public. You can do things
like work in archaeological labs and excavations.
And, you can also get involved through the
Florida Public Archaeology Network,” said
Johanson.
In addition, she encouraged any student
who has an interest in archaeology and cultural
heritage to look into the anthropology courses
offered at NSU, and consider picking up a minor
in the subject.
For more information on anthropology,
archaeology or ways to get involved in Florida,
visit fpan.us/FAM or fasweb.org/floridaarchaeology-month.

Understanding the meaning of Easter as explained by Catholic L.I.F.E.
By: Michaela Greer
Co-Editor-in-Chief

This year Easter Sunday will fall on April 1,
but Catholic L.I.F.E. president Claudia Stevens
hopes that students won’t be fooled into thinking
that the day is simply meant for scavenger
hunts and egg decorating. Instead, she hopes
that students will remember that for Christians,
Easter Sunday marks the day when Jesus rose
from the dead, symbolizing the renewal of faith
and providing hope for eternal life.
What is the importance and significance of
Easter?
“Easter is the greatest celebration in the
Catholic church because it is the completion of
the Holy week that ends with the resurrection
of Jesus. Easter celebrates the beginning and
foundation of Christianity. Jesus was raised from
the dead, and it goes to show that He conquered
sin and death. He is the only Son of God, who
through this amazing resurrection, brings us
closer to God and our faith.”
“Many people didn’t believe in the teachings
and things that Jesus would speak about 2000
years ago, but right after he was resurrected
from the dead, many turned their eyes to see that

He is our Lord. Jesus’ resurrection during Easter,
not only renews our faith, but also gives us
peace, restores our souls, mends our brokenness
and helps us to conquer our struggles, especially
when we are overwhelmed.”
How does this translate into the Catholic
faith?
“This resurrection of Jesus and the whole of
Holy week helps us to see how our faith should
be about setting aside our doubts, and knowing
that we are not broken in His eyes through His
love for us and through the light of the world
that is Jesus.”
How does the season of Lent tie into this
celebration?
“Lent marks the preparation for His [Jesus’]
death and the celebration of the coming of the
Lord, seeing as Lent was sort of created after this
happened in history. Lent is the time where we
are able to do an inner self check of our faith
and prepare for what it means [regarding] Jesus’
resurrection.”

“Easter is a time to remember
that we are all saved. Jesus
died so that we could be saved
from sin, and that although we
do sin as humans, if we see Him
as that light that can bring us
out of darkness, we can live in
his light continually.”

How is Easter celebrated within the church?
“[In the Catholic church], Easter is
celebrated with a mass, and in the weeks prior to
there are readings and sermons about the death
and resurrection of the Lord. Some churches will
have an Easter egg hunt, but mainly a mass to
celebrate that Jesus’ resurrection.
“To show this symbolically, many churches
hold a sunrise mass which consists of four parts.
A major feature in this celebration of Jesus
being raised from the dead are candles that are
lit along with the Paschal candle — a [special]
candle that is used during the season of Easter,
and at baptisms and funerals. As more and more

candles are lit in the church or by way of natural
light by sunrise — sometimes held on a beach
— it goes to show that Jesus is the Lord, and the
Light of our lives, and that he will bring us into
the light when we are in darkness.”
What is Catholic L.I.F.E doing to celebrate
Easter this year?
“Last year we did an egg hunt on campus,
and we are finalizing the decision on whether or
not to have another one this year. But, we have
also been preparing for Easter during this Lent
season with a rosary walk starting at the Parker
Building and walking along the path with the
painted blocks while praying the rosary; or we
do so if there is space at the one gazebo outside,
in the botanical garden on campus.
“We have also had a movie day in the
library in place of a meeting, and we are
finalizing a plan for the actual Easter Sunday
mass, and the activities to follow. Students can
email me, [at cs2443@mynsu.nova.edu] and
ask about any upcoming events. [They can]
also check Orgsync [page] and check out our
Instagram @nsucatholiclife.”
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Club Spotlight: Hillel of Broward County and Palm Beach
By: Jenna Kopec
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Keeping in theme with the international
organization’s mission to provide a community
for Jewish students, NSU’s chapter of Hillel
of Broward and Palm Beach had been named
Registered Student Organization (RSO) of the
Month for February.
“Hillel definitely made my experience at
NSU far greater than I expected. It’s provided
me with multiple leadership opportunities and
different networking opportunities. As well as
helped me find students that I can talk to on a
daily basis. Some of my best friends are also
from Hillel,” said Tal Lubarsky, senior political
science major, who joined Hillel of Broward and
Palm Beach because she wanted to connect to
students who were a part of her culture.
Lubarsky, like many of the growing club’s
population, found that connection through
NSU’s chapter of Hillel.
Carly Purcell, president of Hillel and senior
business administration major, said that since
she joined the club her sophomore year the club

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM S. PHILIUS
NSU’s chapter of Hillel of Broward and Palm Beach works together with other NSU organizations to provide a sense of community at the university.

she loves has nearly doubled in size.
“It was such a small program when I first
came in. There were like 10 members. It’s
expanded so much in the three years that I’ve
been involved,” she said. “It’s been so cool to
watch it grow and I enjoy it more and more with
each event that we put on. I can’t wait to see how

it continues when I leave.”
Through their staple events — usually
Shabbats — and special programming for
holidays, Purcell and Lubarsky said that Hillel
fosters close connection between its members.
“Hillel’s introduced me to a lot of people
who have similar values to me. I think that

because I’m local and I have my family close by,
I can go home for the holidays,” she said. “But
a lot of people who are in Hillel with me, their
families are farther away. There’s a lot of Jewish
holidays that we don’t get time off for, so it’s
nice for us to get together and celebrate.”
Although Hillel’s mission is to provide a
community for Jewish students, they welcome
students of all faiths to their events and programs.
“It’s not only for Jewish students. We invite
students of all faith. We also try to team up with
IMAN and other faith-based organizations as
often as we can. We just try to get together and
create a community on campus,” said Purcell.
Their upcoming event for Passover is no
different. Purcell said that on April 5 from 11:30
a.m. - 1 p.m. Hillel will hold a lunch event
creating Matzah pizza for students and their
friends to enjoy.
To RSVP for Hillel’s Passover lunch or to
find out more information about the club, contact
Carly Purcell at cp1291@mynsu.nova.edu.

The keys to successful group study sessions
By: Jessica McDonald
Contributing Writer

A lot of times, when we are trying to
figure out how best to study, the idea of creating
study groups gets thrown around. But, let’s be
real, study groups are typically made up of one
person who takes the lead and delegates tasks,
one person who probably shows up in the last
10 minutes of the meeting and wonders why
everyone is irritated with him or her and then
the ones somewhere in the middle who probably
mean well and want to help in varying degrees
but end up adding to the distractions.
Still, studying with others is a great way to
reinforce material and working with others can
help keep you accountable. To maximize on the
benefits and lower the chances of unsuccessful
study sessions, consider these tips:
Choose group members effectively
Generally speaking, unless you are placed
in a group by a professor, you will be able to
choose who you study with. Make sure that
when you’re selecting the group members, you
have an idea of who you are asking to participate.
You might consider picking people for your
group who are as motivated and invested as you

are in the topic, and people who have similar
work ethic as you to limit possible points of
frustration.
Have a plan
Go into study sessions with an idea of what
needs to get done. Of course, it’s fine if you have
some social time and joke around with your
friends — because realistically, it’s going to
happen when you’re with a group of people you
like — but try to keep on track. If you are able
to come out of the session feeling like you’ve
accomplished what you set out to do, it will
likely feel like a successful session that was also
fun.
Know what you do and don’t know
Try to parse out what you are comfortable
with and what you still need some time to learn.
Once you know what you could spend more time
learning, you can utilize your peers’ knowledge
and see if they can explain the material in a
different way than how you’ve been exposed
to it. In the same vein, you might explain the
information you understand differently to your

peers who were not as comfortable with it.
However, there is one caveat: Be sure that you
are double-checking the information you and
your group are sharing amongst one another is
accurate and correct in the context of the course
or assignment.
Break up the work
A lot of times, people gravitate toward
group studying because working alone feels
overwhelming due to the sheer amount of work
that needs to be done. You might consider
breaking up the work before actually meeting
with your group.
For example, your group might consider
dividing the chapters amongst the group
members. Each student can then outline the
chapter they were assigned and spend some time
in the group meeting “teaching” the material to
the others. According to Annie Murphy Paul
for Time magazine, “the Protégé Effect” is the
phenomenon of learning by teaching someone
else. If you are able to teach your peers the
information effectively and answer questions
without struggle, you know that you have

learned the information and fully encoded it.
Alternatively, you can schedule multiple
group sessions planned to tackle the information
bit-by-bit by having a few sessions planned
in the weeks leading up to a test, quiz or
assignment. This way the information doesn’t
feel as overwhelming as it would in one sitting
at the last minute.
Pick a good place to meet
The environment of the study group is
just as important as having a solid study group
itself. Meeting in a place that lends itself to
conversation, allows you and your groupmates
to hear one another and that has tools like white
boards and computers is important. This allows
you and your group to stay on task and, again,
feel accomplished after your meeting.
Try to get everyone equally involved
Nothing is worse than feeling like a group
member is skating by on your hard work, or
that you are doing all the work by yourself. If
everyone collaborates and works together, it will
likely benefit everyone in learning the material.

Events to look forward to if you’re spending
the summer in SOFLO
By: Jenna Kopec
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Maybe you’re taking summer classes, or
maybe you live in the 954 year-round. Either
way, there’s a benefit to living where everyone
else vacations and it’s that you can always find
memorable events that aren’t too far away.
If you’re not the best planner, we’ve got you
covered. Here are some signature South Florida
events for you to look forward to this summer.
Key West Songwriters Festival, May 9-13
If you love music, then you’ll probably
love the Key West Songwriters Festival, which
will be celebrating it’s 23rd anniversary this
year. It’s a five day event with more than 100
performances — most of which are free. For
shows that require ticket purchase, sales began
on March 24. Go to keywestsongwritersfestival.
com/ for more information.
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Key Largo Original Music Festival, May
17-20
Can’t make it to Key West in time? No
worries. There’s also the Key Largo Original
Music Festival, which boasts four days of
original music set across five stages. Admission
to the festival is free and its website gives
details on hotel partnerships in case you want
to stay overnight. For more information go to
keylargooriginalmusicfest.com/.
Wilton Manors Stonewall Pride Parade and
Festival, June 16
Known as the largest LGBT pride
event in the greater Fort Lauderdale area, the
Wilton Manors parade and festival has plenty
to offer. Aside from the parade that starts at
4 p.m., the event features local performers
and DJs throughout the day. It also hosts a
festival marketplace that features an array of
local vendors. For more information, go to
wiltonmanorsstonewall.com/.

Miami Salsa Congress, July 25-29
Salsa-lovers, rejoice. The Miami Salsa
Congress is returning for its 17th anniversary
for five days of Latin music and dance. The
congress is a myriad of workshops and live
performances, so there’s a little something for
everyone. You have to buy tickets for this event,
but luckily, there are different pricing packages.
You can go for a day, stick to the evenings or be
fully immersed for five days. For tickets or more
information, go to miamisalsacongress.com/.
Afro-Cuban Dance Festival, August 16-18
Hosted by IFE-ILE, a non-profit dedicated
to the preservation of Afro-Cuban culture, is
Miami’s Afro Cuban Dance Festival. Perfect for
anyone who loves to dance, the festival features
dance workshops, a street fair and performances.
Registration information isn’t available yet, but
will be soon on ife-ile.org.

OFF SHORE
CALENDAR
Laila Ali
March 27 | 7 p.m.
@Broward Center for the
Performing Arts
Daniel Bennett Jazz Trio
March 29 | 7 p.m.
@Bonnet House Museum &
Gardens
Friday Night Sound Waves
presents Sabor Latino
March 30 | 6 p.m.
@The Fort Lauderdale Beach
Hub
Florida Derby
March 31 | 2:30 p.m.
@Gulfstream Park
Classic Music Festival
March 31 | 12 p.m.
@Seminole Classic Casino

‘Discography Too’ by Rook1e
By: Adam DeRoss
Contributing Writer

Portland based trip-hop producer Rook1e
is relatively new to the scene. As most new
instrumental hip-hop producers are when they
first start out, Rook1e is in the stage of producing
beat tapes with short and sweet cuts that mainly
serve as a preview for production styles and
background music. Producing since 2016, he
already has a respectably sized discography with
a single EP and two full albums.
His most recent album, “Discography
Too,” released on Jan. 26 and is the follow up
to his 2017 record “Discography.” His first
record release was notable for the relaxing and
nostalgic vibes it exuded, but it had a lot of the
unfortunate qualities that most beat tapes do. The
record featured 33 individual cuts, each usually
being no longer than two minutes. This made
it exceptionally difficult for any of the tracks
to stand out, especially since they all followed
similar formulas. However, Rook1e seems to
try and remedy these issues on “Discography
Too” by putting forth a much more concise 14cut track listing with more individuality and

personality inserted into each of the beats.
Best Cuts
The record begins with “Grape Soda,” a
track that seems to aim at capturing the nostalgia
of a summer spent as a child. The track begins
with the soft and comforting sounds of birds
chirping and a lulling piano melody backed
by the strumming of a harp under a vocal
sample of someone excitedly recounting their
first crush in elementary school. The elements
continue to work in tandem to create a distinctly
old-fashioned feeling, almost like the music
equivalent of watching an ancient home
movie. Rook1e contrasts this relaxing jazzy
aesthetic with deep punchy percussion and some
interesting, textured sound effects like the home
run bat from Super Smash Brothers.
“Soft Serve” switches up the sonic
qualities of the record overall by introducing
more electronic elements as well as more live
instrumentation. The cut starts off with the
relaxed strumming of a ukulele with enthusiastic

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM C. LUTZ
Discography Too” showcases Rook1e’s potential.

and upbeat electronic beeps and clicks that
almost sound like they belong in a Grynpyret
track. Soft, understated piano riffs accompany
these elements and give the whole track a very
dreamy and airy quality. This is topped by some
nice embellishments from bells and chimes.
“Heartstrings” brings back the light and

Free wifi.
Discount pricing on
washing machines after 9p.

Open 7a to Midnight
(954) 945-5424

6487 Stirling Rd (in the Foodtown plaza)
Davie, FL 33314

www.loadsofclotheslaundry.com
Facebook/IG loadsofclotheslaundry

Students

-20%

Wash and Fold

emotional sounds of the harp while basing its
main melody around the warm, fuzzy sounds
reminiscent of ‘30s television drama intros. The
transition between the songs intro and the rest
of its meat is mixed interestingly with some
nice sound panning and the strengthening of the
melody as it suddenly progresses from lo-fi into
high recording quality. This is all embellished by
some well-placed record scratches and hip-hop
vocal samples.
While plenty of aspiring young producers
making trip-hop beat tapes have a presence on
the internet, Rook1e is an example of one with
potential. His penchant for mellow piano and
synth driven melodies brings something cozy
and refreshing to the sometimes oversaturated
genre. “Discography Too” is an example of a
record that shows its producer’s progress as an
artist and is a great stepping stone on the road to
bigger projects. While Rook1e is only just now
starting to put his best work forward, it’s only a
matter of time before we see him put forth his
first huge project.
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‘A Wrinkle in Time’ might not be worth yours
By: Sophia Borzillo
Contributing Writer

I’m sure you have seen the numerous ads
for the movie, “A Wrinkle in Time.” As a Disney
lover, I was extremely excited to see the movie,
especially since it includes Oprah Winfrey (Mrs.
Which), Reese Witherspoon (Mrs. Whatsit)
and Chris Pine (Dr. Murry). Unfortunately, the
movie did not meet my expectations, which is
unusual for Disney films. If you are a Disney
lover racing to see this movie, consider this
review before buying your tickets.
In order to enjoy “A Wrinkle in Time,”
you must love fantasy and sci-fi movies as well
as those starring young actors and actresses.

Storm Reid (Meg), Levi Miller (Calvin) and
Deric McCabe (Charles Wallace) are the young
stars of the show. Fortunately, these young
actors make this mediocre movie slightly more
endurable.
“A Wrinkle in Time” is about a middle
school girl, Meg, traveling through the universe
in search for her scientist father who has been
missing for the last four years. Many of the
scenes are in different planets of the universe
and therefore, it was a little too make-believe.
However, if you enjoy this genre, I encourage
you to watch the movie as it does have interesting

sound effects and is visually stimulating.
Children under the age of 12 might
have difficulty understanding the true meaning
of the movie. The moral of the story is that you
must find and accept yourself before you can
find and accept others. Meg never truly liked
who she was, and until she could accept herself
for whom she was, she couldn’t find or accept
her missing father. This is very relevant to today
as many teenagers, like Meg, are dissatisfied
with their self-image, and do not feel accepted
by society. The movie encourages people to
learn to have confidence in themselves, and not

join the IT — black darkness that represents evil
in the movie.
Though the moral of the story was
great, and it starred an amazing and talented
cast, the movie was too make-believe and slow
moving. The overall plot of the movie was
hidden and difficult to ascertain, but the twist at
the end makes the movie a bit more bearable.
No spoilers. If you enjoy fantasy and sci-fi, I
recommend you see this movie; if not, save your
money. My overall rating of the movie is a 3 out
of 5.

Someone donated a multi-thousand dollar ‘curtain’ to NSU?
By: Michaela Greer
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Okay, you got me. I lured you in a little with
the title of this article because Susurrus isn’t an
actual curtain. However, it’s not all folly because
the sculpture that I’m referring to has indeed
affectionately been nicknamed “the curtain.”
Also, we’re a bit late to the party, because this
donation happened about eight years ago. Yes;
you read that correctly.
If you’ve ever walked through the front
entrance of the Carl DeSantis building, you’ve
probably been temporarily blinded by a bright
light being reflected off of a giant silver sculpture
titled Susurrus. Near the sculpture is a bench that
has been covered in quotes about the value of
human life, including a passage from the Bible
and a message from author and Holocaust
survivor Elie Wiesel. Confused, you may have
walked around the aluminum structure to find
a plaque informing you that this sculpture that
is just over 16 feet at its highest point wasn’t
put there to simply fill an empty space, but to
highlight the terrors of the Armenian genocide.
Carol Peligian, the artist of Susurrus, said
that when she was writing the text for the plaque,
she wanted to pay homage to the 1.5 million
victims of the Armenian genocide, as well as
those of the other genocides that took place in
the 20th century.
“The Armenian genocide was the first of
five the 20th century,” said Peligian. “When I
was writing the message for the plaque I wanted
to make sure that it commemorated the 1.5
million Armenians and all who have suffered
loss through genocide.”
It is true that often when we hear about
genocide, our minds tend to travel to the

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM M. GREER
Greer stands inside the opening of Susurrus.

savannahs of East Africa, as we desperately
try to understand the difference between the
Hutu and Tutsi populations. Or, we recall
seeing photographs of ashen faces and skeletal
remains of more than 6 million Jews who were
murdered by the German Nazi regime during
the Holocaust. Unfortunately, we often fail to
memorialize the deaths of souls lost in other
genocides such as the one in Armenia which
began more than 25 years prior to the Holocaust.
According to History.com, the Armenian
genocide is believed to have started around April
24, 1915 and saw the systematic extermination of
1.5 million Armenians. According to Armenian
Genocide.org, the genocide was implemented
through the massacring of the able-bodied male
population and subjection of army conscripts
to forced labor. This was later followed by the
deportation of women, children and elderly on
death marches leading to the Syrian desert.
Peligian, who is of Armenian descent,

Influential women in film
By: Sarah Goltsman
Contributing Writer

In the film industry, the divide between
genders in terms of representation behind the
scenes is substantial. In top grossing films since
2009, only 21 percent of producers have been
female, only 13 percent of writers have been
female and only 4 percent of directors have
been female, according to The Washington Post.
However, there are still many notable women
making waves in Hollywood writing, producing
and directing
Ava DuVernay
DuVernay currently has one film she
directed in theaters, “A Wrinkle in Time.”
She’s also made a name for herself by winning
the Academy Award for Best Documentary
Feature for her piece on incarceration in
America, “13th”.
Meg LaFauve
LaFauve has worked recently with Disney,
writing animated features like “Inside Out”
and “The Good Dinosaur.” “Inside Out” was
nominated for the BAFTA Award for Best

Original Screenplay as well as the Academy
Award for Best Original Screenplay.
Greta Gerwig
In the most recent Academy Awards,
Gerwig was the only female nominee in the
category of Best Director. She, along with
directing and producing films, also acts. Her
next film will be “Isle of Dogs,” directed by Wes
Anderson.
Patty Jenkins
Jenkins directed “Wonder Woman,”
starring Gal Gadot. While she did not write the
film, due to the high critical acclaim of Wonder
Woman, Jenkins will be writing the sequel,
which is set to be released in 2019.
Rachel Morrison
Morrison has been working as a
cinematographer and camera operator since
1999, and recently worked with Netflix for the
original film “Mudbound.” She was the first
woman ever nominated for Best Cinematography
by the Academy at the 90th Academy Awards.

believes that the number of deaths recorded
during the Armenian genocide and the time span
in which it occurred still factors into the public’s
knowledge of its events.
“Due to the fact that less lives were lost in
the Armenian genocide compared the Holocaust,
the latter tends to receive more attention — It’s
not that people don’t care, it’s just that one is
more widely known,” said Peligian. “That’s why
I understood the importance that the sculpture
would have on commemorating the Armenian
genocide.”
What started as a six-month project
morphed into a 22-month-long process of
drafting ideas, considering materials, revamping
the area where the final sculpture would rest as
well as constructing a machine to create what she
envisioned. She also created full-scale models
out of paper and wood during the planning
process. She explained that it was important
for the piece to be durable, as memorializing a
trauma in human history merited a commitment
to remembrance.
“Any artist knows that with any public
art piece, the work has to be perfect,” said
Peligian. “That’s why every part of the process
was thoroughly considered down to choosing

the material – which I chose because I knew
aluminum would withstand the humidity and
salty air of Fort Lauderdale.”
According to Randolph Pohlman, former
dean of the H. Wayne Huizenga School of
Business and Entrepreneurship who worked
with Peligian throughout the project and the
Batmasian Family who was donating the gift, the
Batmasian Family wanted to donate something
more valuable than money: They wanted to
remind students about being considerate to their
fellow man.
“The importance of how we treat each
other is of paramount importance regardless of
it being in a business situation or in our personal
lives. Susurrus, embodies the importance of this
and therefore deserves a prominent place in front
of the H. Wayne Huizenga School housed by the
Carl DeSantis building,” said Pohlman.
In the grand scheme of things, money does
matter, but it’s the people who matter the most; a
lesson that I hope this generation never forgets.
But, on the off chance that they do, I hope that
there are always treasures like the Susurrus,
artists and donors who will continue to bring this
to the forefront of our minds.
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ON DECK
MEN’S BASEBALL
Vs. Rollins
March 29 | 6 p.m.
NSU Baseball Complex

EMU, there were other options

Vs. Rollins
March 30 | 4 p.m.
NSU Baseball Complex
Vs. Rollins
March 31 | 12 p.m.
NSU Baseball Complex

MEN’S GOLF

Vs. Battle at the Shores
April 2-3
Normandy Shores Golf Club,
Miami Beach, Fla.

WOMEN’S GOLF

By: Michaela Greer
Co-Editor-in-Chief

On March 20, representatives of the
Eastern Michigan University (EMU) announced
that the Ypsilanti school would be cutting four
of its sports programs — wrestling, softball,
women’s tennis and men’s swimming — leaving
82 Eastern athletes and eight coaches in the cold.
According to The Detroit News, the decision is
expected to save the institution $2.4 million to
make up for the college’s declining university
revenues.
I can agree that any progressing institution
would need to be creative to stay out of debt.
Yet, somehow it doesn’t make sense to me
that EMU would cut their wrestling when
the team has had its best year in a long time
since taking home eighth at the 2018 NCAA
Wrestling Championships. Or, that they would
cut the men’s swimming team after they’d
just taken home EMU’s first MHSAA title. It

especially does not make sense given that EMU
has reportedly been making plans to build an
upgraded $35 million athletic facility.
According to The Detroit News, for the
2016 fiscal year, EMU’s athletic department
reported $5.17 million in revenues compared
to $27.2 in expenditures. Surely, anyone with a
clear understanding of basic math would be able
to realize that something needed to change if the
teams were going to be sustainable. Perhaps,
instead of spending $6.9 million in 2017 — up
from $2.8 million in 2016 — on a football team
that hasn’t really had a good season since 1989,
EMU representatives should have been focusing
on ways to up their revenue and cut costs.
According to Scott Wetherbee, EMU’s
athletic director, the cuts will allow the budget to
shrink to $24.6 million. Here’s a wild thought:
Couldn’t the athletics department have sat down

and figured out how to downsize by reevaluating
and reassigning funds based on a new operating
budget? To sit at a press conference and say
that there were no other options, and to excuse
the decision saying that no matter what was
decided, everyone wouldn’t have been happy is
absolutely ludicrous.
Students who have practiced and honed
their craft throughout their childhood, giving
their respective teams at EMU — or any school
for that matter — should not have to wake up one
morning after making history in an institution’s
program, trying to figure out what school they
can apply to after committing themselves to a
college. EMU should not get to decide which
teams to cut based on which programs have
more clout.

Vs. Barry Women’s Invitational
March 26-27
Miami Lakes, Fla.

WOMEN’S ROWING
@Central Sprints
March 30-31
Oklahoma City, Okla.

WOMEN’S SOFTBALL
@Eckerd
March 29 | 6 p.m.
St. Petersburg, Fla.

@Eckerd (DH)
March 30 | 12 & 2 p.m.
St. Petersburg, Fla.

Softball

On March 21, the softball team split a
doubleheader with host Flagler College Saints
on its final non-conference action of the 2018
season. In the first match, the Sharks won with a
score of 3-2. However, they lost with a 3-16 score
on their second match of the day. Sophomore
Sydney Lageyre helped the Sharks take the
lead in their first match and Sophomore Lexie
Storrer hit an RBI-single which secured the win
for the sharks. On the second match, even though
redshirt freshman Daniel Bautista recorded her
second homer of the season, it wasn’t enough
for the Sharks to catch up to Flagler who took an
early lead.

Track & Field

WOMEN’S TENNIS
Vs. No. 2 Barry
March 27 | 2 p.m.
NSU Tennis Complex

Vs. University of Delaware
March 29 | 2 p.m.
West Palm Beach, Fla.
@Embry-Riddle
March 31 | 10 a.m.
Daytona Beach, Fla.

TRACK AND FIELD
@Florida Relays
March 29-31
Gainesville, Fla.

The men’s and women’s track and field
teams concluded their competition in the Miami
Hurricane Invitational gathering multiple top-eight
finishes and career-bests by graduate student
Daniel Polinski with a season-best and school
record in the shotput throwing 15.46m. Freshman
Justin Jackson had one of those top-eight finishes
in the triple jump while senior Jazmine Elleston hit
a personal-best in the women’s triple jump.

Men’s Baseball

On March 16, the Sharks suffered a loss
against Florida Tech with a score of 5-7. Freshman
Jeffrey Cyr recorded two RBIs, while three others
tallied two hits apiece. However, the sharks
weren’t able to overcome four errors.
On March 17, the Sharks took home two wins
in their doubleheader against Florida Tech. In the
first game they won with a score of 14-6 and sweep
the day with a score of 11-4 in their second match.

Sophomore Nik Sanders dominated the bullpen in
the first game, tossing 6.1 scoreless innings for
the victory. Redshirt senior Andrew Liberty hit two
home runs in the first game.
March 18, the sharks had a non-conference
doubleheader against NYIT. The sharks took
home one of two games victories with and score
of 7-4. Senior Dylan Harris paced the sharks with
three hits in game one. On game two, NYIT took
the lead from the beginning and the sharks, who
score two batters by junior Dominic Diana, were
not able to take that lead again and ended the
game with a score of 2-1

Women’s Tennis

On March 17, the women’s tennis took home
a victory with a score of 5-4. Sophomore Daniela
Obando secured the win for the sharks with her
first-ever match-clinching point. Junior Ana Navas
and Sophomore Isabella Lowrey gave the sharks
a 2-1 lead in the doubles. Obando and junior
Andrea Ivanovic defeated Florida Southeaster’s
double team with a score of 8-4

Swimming

The men’s and women’s swimming team
closed out competition in the 2018 NCAA Div.
II National Championships on March 17. The
women’s team scored a total of 288 points and the
Sharks take home the bronze, their highest finish
in program history. Freshman Emma Sunstedt
earned sixth place in the 1650 freestyle while
senior Franco Lupoli grabbed the silver on the
men’s side.
,

Sports

8

March 27, 2018 | nsucurrent.nova.edu

Top 10 moments of the first week of March Madness
By: Matthew Frank
Contributing Writer

UMBC (16) upsets Virginia (1)
After 135 matchups between 1-seeds
and 16-seeds over the course of decades of
March Madness, a 16-seed has finally beaten
a 1-seed. Although it will be regarded as the
most shocking upset in the history of college
basketball, it ended up being surprisingly anticlimatic. It was a 20-point victory against not
just a No. 1 seed in the tournament, but the No.
1 team in the country. UMBC, who had lost
to Albany by 44 points earlier in the season,
managed to somehow defeat a team that many
believed would win the National Championship.

of their games having a surplus amount of their
fans in attendance. They won both of their first
two games by a combined three points, and they
will need some more of that end-of-game luck if
they want to advance any further.

possessions sealed the game for them. In their
upcoming game against Texas Tech, it will be
interesting to see if the loss of their star center
will cause even greater issues than it did against
Butler.

Michigan State first half buzzer-beating
3-pointer
Although not a game-breaker, this shot from
Matt McQuaid was spectacular. He recovered
from getting his original shot blocked, jumped to
try to catch his own rebound, and while he was
still in the air, banked in a miraculous 3-pointer.

Michigan vs. Houston buzzer-beater
With the shot of the tournament, freshman
Jordan Poole sent the Michigan Wolverines to
the Sweet Sixteen. Despite being multiple feet
behind the 3-point line and having a hand in his
face, Poole incredibly was able to will the ball to
go in through skill, but mainly sheer luck. That
type of shot doesn’t go in all too often, especially
in a crucial situation like this one.

URI vs. Oklahoma
The first game of the tournament was
quite possibly the most exciting one of the
first week of action with a nail-biting finish
deciding a game with one of the best players
in the tournament. Trae Young, playing at his
absolute best, finished with 29 points. The two
biggest moments in the game ended up being an
in-and-out miss at the buzzer for Rhode Island
that would’ve won them the game in regulation
and a dagger three to put Oklahoma in a hole
they couldn’t manage to get out of in overtime.

Arizona upset in the first round
Many had Arizona in their Final Fours with
a relatively weak south region working to their
advantage, but those thoughts were put to rest
with a blowout loss coming at the hands of an
upset-minded Buffalo team. In all honesty, this
really should’ve been obvious given the fact
their coach was literally involved in an FBI
investigation with the potential of being fired
merely weeks before the tournament began.
Still though, a loss in the first round for a team
with Deandre Ayton, the top player in the
country slated by many to be the top pick in the
upcoming draft, is incredibly surprising.

Loyola-Chicago Game-Winners
In a regular year without an unprecedented
upset like the one UMBC pulled off, LoyolaChicago would be the story of the week given
the fact that they’re an 11-seed that beat both
Miami and Tennessee in game-winning shot
fashion. Loyola-Chicago has not been to the
tournament since 1985, and it shows with both

Purdue dagger 3-pointer
Despite having arguably their best player
Isaac Haas out with a broken elbow, Purdue
managed to stay with Butler throughout the
game, and this huge shot to put Purdue up two

Gonzaga vs. UNCG game-winner
In an early game with the feeling of a
potential early bracket-busting upset, Zach
Norvell Jr., with the game tied at 64, hit a gamewinning 3-pointer with 20.8 seconds remaining
that put Gonzaga in the driver’s seat for the rest
of the game. It’ll be interesting to see how they
fare in these next couple of rounds, having made
the National Championship last year. It seems
that they have a much weaker roster this time
around.

Butler almost sends game to OT
With the game on the line as Butler was
down three with seconds left on the clock,
Kamar Baldwin narrowly missed a shot that
could’ve sent the game to overtime had it been
ruled that he got the shot off before the buzzer.
The shot ended up being very similar to the one
Gordon Hayward had missed for Butler in the
National Championship game years ago.
Sister Jean
You cannot mention this March Madness
without talking about the star of the tournament
that is 98 year-old Sister Jean of Loyola-Chicago.
College basketball, especially in March with
different mid-major teams coming into play,
brings out the varying personalities and traits
of each individual school. None have been as
interesting as the fact that Loyola-Chicago is
led and inspired by 98 year-old Sister Jean, who
was also a pivotal factor in Loyola-Chicago’s
1963 National Championship. After both of
their victories, the postgame interviews have not
gone to their “coach.” Instead, Sister Jean seems
to be the true alpha of Loyola-Chicago as she
gives both the pre-game speeches and the postgame interviews for her team. We’ll see if this
advantage wears off though because Sister Jean
has her Ramblers losing in the Sweet Sixteen of
her bracket to Cincinnati.

Malik Hardy
By: Diego Galvez
Sports Editor

know my teachers and they don’t give that much
work so that’s great as well.”

Named First Team All-Broward County by
the Miami Herald, Malik Hardy is a freshman
marine biology major and plays on the men’s
basketball team.

What do you think about the athletic
department of NSU?
“It’s a good department. In the study hall
they bring people to help you out academically
and then we also have the weight room which
we have access to all day. So, it benefits you as
a student athlete.”

How did you get into basketball?
“I got into basketball because my dad and
my older brother played so they introduced me
to the game around fourth grade.”
When did you begin to take basketball
seriously?
“Probably around my senior year of high
school. I developed [my skills] kind of late.”
How have you adapted so far to NSU?
“It’s going well because I was good at time
management at high school, so I just carried that
over to college. It was an easy transition.”
How do you keep up with your academic
work as well as you athlete responsibilities?
“I just study a lot during weekdays, but I
don’t do any homework until the weekends. I do
my homework prior when they are due on the
weekends, so I’m free throughout the week.”
How is your relationship with your
teammates?
“It’s good so far, we hang out on weekends
and we hang out together after practice as well.”

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM D. HENDRICKS
Malik Hardy was born and raised in Florida and chose NSU
because of its education programs and the opportunity to
play basketball.

What’s your relationship with your coaches?
“They are cool guys. I like them so far.”
How did you learn about NSU?
“I discovered NSU because they offered
me a basketball scholarship in April of my
senior year, so I liked the school, went on a visit
and accepted the offer.”
What is one of the things you most like about
NSU?
“The small class sizes are cool. I get to

What is your everyday routine like, say on a
Tuesday?
“A normal Tuesday. I have two classes in
the morning, so it goes from 9:15 to 12. Go eat
after the class. Go to practice at 2 p.m. and then
get out at 5 p.m., rest and then have a 6-8 p.m.
class. And then I go to sleep.”
How do you keep yourself motivated?
“A lot of other schools at the conference
passed on me. So, I just want to prove that
I’m good enough to play with them and just to
keep winning because we lost more games that
I would have like this year, so just win more.
That’s what keeps me motivated.”
What do you plan to do with your degree?
“I want to be a veterinarian. Work with cats
and dogs.”

How different is being a student athlete in
college compared to being a student athlete
in high school?
“The biggest difference for me, I was very
bad with time management. Not so much on
time management itself but being on time to
places. So, I learned that I have to be 10 minutes
early to practice rather than walking in like I did
in high school.”
How do you balance your athlete life with
your social life?
“It’s difficult, especially now in college, but
I just try to hang out with people on weekends or
whenever I can get an hour or two of free time
and use that to socialize instead of studying.”
Have you ever feel like quitting?
“No, I don’t quit. I’ve come too far now
just to quit.”
Who do you look up to the most?
“For basketball, I look up to Carmelo
Anthony because he was my favorite player
growing up. And then my family, they are the
ones that keep me motivated, that keep me
going, because when I’m down they just push
me to keep me going and I can talk to them about
anything.”

OUT OF THE SHARKZONE
Rod Woodson criticizes new Raiders’
coach $100 million contract
Former Oakland Raiders assistant and Hall
of Fame defensive back Rod Woodson
questioned the Raiders decision to give new
coach Jon Gruden a $100 million contract
on March 21. According to USA Today
Sports, Woodson didn’t want to sound

like a “scorned lover,” since he was fired
from the Raiders, but he didn’t understand
how Gruden could be offered the contract
having won only 53 percent of his games.
Woodson also criticized the team’s decision
to let Michael Crabtree go in for free agency
and sign former Green Bay Packer Jordy
Nelson.

Tony Romo struggles in his first PGA
Tour round
Former Dallas Cowboy Tony Romo had
his PGA Tour debut on March 22, faltering
toward the end of the first round. Romo
shot even-par 36 in his first nine holes, but
went 5-over-par 77 after three bogeys and
a double, according to USA Today Sports.

Romo said of his performance, “That’s just
nerves. Hopefully you can get that out of
the way.”
For the full Out of the Sharkzone go to
nsucurrent.nova.edu
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Consumers should support small businesses
By: Diego Galvez
Sports Editor

When you think about going grocery
shopping, what is the first place that comes to
your mind? Some may say Target and others
Walmart. What about the first place when you
think about coffee? Most people, whether they
like it or not, will think about Starbucks. These
three businesses have one thing in common:
They are major chain stores and multinational
companies.
These big companies are prevalent all
around the world, so one may think that they
are the most important influencers for economic
growth. However, this might not be entirely
true as many economists believe that the real
influences and the core of U.S.’s economic
growth are actually small businesses. According
to the Huffington Post, small businesses and
startups are the companies that keep, not only the

national economy moving, but local economies
as well, which is why consumers should support
them.
Small businesses are one, if not the
main hiring industry there is. According to
Entrepreneur Magazine there are between 25
and 27 million small businesses in the U.S. that
account for 60 to 80 percent of all U.S. jobs.
This percentage increases even more if we start
narrow it down by community. According to the
U.S. Small Business Administration, in Florida
alone, small businesses make up 98.9 percent
of all employers in the state and employed 3.2
million people, or 42.8 percent of the private
workforce in 2014. This is a huge impact if we
also consider that since they are small companies
they are more flexible. The diversity of people,
not just working for small businesses, but

creating work opportunities, outnumber those of
large companies. The greater diversity there is in
an economy, the easier it is for the economy to
withstand tough conditions.
This leads to the second reason why small
businesses are the backbone of the economy:
They adapt easily to changing climates.
According to the Huffington Post, if a country
falls into an economic crisis, many of their
loyal customers will stay with them during
these hard times since many of those businesses
are customer-oriented. In addition, because
these businesses don’t usually accumulate a
lot of revenue, they have less to lose in times
of economic crisis. This allows many small
businesses to stay afloat during crisis and help
strengthen their local economy.
Finally, whether the business grows or

fails, they can still help their communities. If a
business grows it could become a major player
in the national and international marketplace.
Nike and Ben and Jerry’s are a few examples
of small businesses that kept growing, and now
they dominate and are major representatives of
their industries. Furthermore, businesses such
as Nike tend to establish their headquarters
in the community they started at. This leaves
a huge impact on that community and their
surroundings by providing more jobs, gaining
outside recognition and stimulating the local
economy. If they fail, that “turnover” gives the
community a chance to learn from it, recover and
rebuild, which is beneficial to the community in
the long run.

Let Selena Gomez tell her own story, if and when she’s ready
By: Madelyn Rinka
News Editor

In 2017, Selena Gomez had kidney
transplant
surgery
after
undergoing
chemotherapy for her autoimmune disease,
Lupus. Lupus can have a wide variety of physical
impacts on the body including weight gain or
loss, a “butterfly” rash on the face, swelling of
facial features due to steroid treatments, hair
loss, acne and can even require those with the
illness to rely on a cane, wheelchair or other
mobility aids to get around due to debilitating
joint pain. On the inside, Lupus can cause organ
failure, kidney damage, nerve pain, fatigue and
stiff joints. Obviously, this is not a disease to be
taken lightly.
Earlier last week, several photos surfaced
of Selena Gomez wearing a bikini while out
with friends in Sydney Harbor. The photos,
quite obviously taken by a paparazzi and not
with Gomez’s explicit consent, showed her

various scars from surgery, including one on
her back and one on her inner thigh. Among the
rhetoric were various explanations of the scars,
questioning of their location and apparent shock
that Gomez was wearing such an “exposing”
suit after having surgery. But why does the
public feel as though they have a right to analyze
and scrutinize Gomez’s body in the first place?
Before Gomez came forward about having
Lupus, she was criticized for weight gain. Could
you imagine being diagnosed with a chronic,
deadly illness, and then being told that you’ve
gained weight? While her main concern should
have been on her health and wellbeing, she’s
being pressured to look pleasing for others.
Even after the transplant, people had
opinions. According to Style Caster, in a nowdeleted tweet, one user wrote, “Does any one
has explanation for it. Please guy’s don’t get me

Opioids didn’t help
the pain
By: Skylyr VanDerveer
Multimedia Manager

When I was in seventh grade, I watched
my kneecap dislocate for the first time. The
raging pain of my kneecap thrusting itself out
of my body was so extreme, the only thing I
could do was shut down and pass out. That same
year, I got my first knee surgery. Not long after,
both of my kneecaps started disclocating on an
almost daily basis. I spent my senior year of high
school in my bed, recovering from two major
reconstructive knee surgeries, both with their
own set of major complications.
After the last six years of nonstop pain and
dislocations, I know one thing is certain. Opioids
didn’t help the major pain I was in.
The surgeries I got my senior year were
very intense. They involved cutting a broken or
loose ligament out of my knee and replacing it
with a cadaver ligament. The cadaver ligament
would be held in place with two screws in my
kneecap and one in my femur. The painkiller my
orthopedic prescribed right after these surgeries
was oxycodone.
I don’t remember much of the recovery
immediately after the surgeries, but I remember
always crying to my parents and telling them
how bad the pain was, even with them giving
me oxycodone exactly how it was prescribed
around the clock. I was constantly in tears trying
to explain to my surgeon how the medicine

wasn’t helping, but he never seemed to listen.
This could be due to the fact that the dosage of
the medicine would make me loopy.
The complications of the second knee
surgery led me to going to the emergency room
almost on a weekly basis. I felt extreme shooting
pains up and down my legs, mostly in places that
are numb to the touch now. The pain would leave
me unable to move. Every trip to the emergency
room I was given a new painkiller; usually a
form of codeine, morphine or hydrocodone.
Each time I left the emergency room, I would
leave feeling loopy and still in the extreme pain
I was in when I arrived.
Considering the amount of painkillers I was
given, I shouldn’t have felt the pain. I shouldn’t
have cried to my mom and dad every day about
how I couldn’t stand the constant pain.
I will never really understand why these
painkillers never worked, but the experience has
left me thinking about the real problem with the
opioid epidemic. In 2016 alone 42,249 people
died of opioid overdose. With the amount of
opioids constantly handed out to people in
hospitals and doctors’ offices, it’s easy for a
drug like this to get in the wrong hands. Overall,
I hope research can determine better pain
alternatives that aren’t as dangerous as opioids.

wrong. @selenagomez looks bit fat in her recent
pic in Sydney. But her physique looks splendid
in Puma. Why such difference?”
She had a new organ placed into her body
to save her life — that’s why. Surgery alone
can cause weight gain or loss, due to appetite
changes, laying in bed and being unable to
exercise. Now, while she is trying to enjoy her
life that was recently in danger, people feel as
though they have the liberty to point out what
she may have no control over.
Although it had no clear reference to the
tweets, Gomez posted an Instagram caption
that appeared to be in response: “The beauty
myth — an obsession with physical perfection
that traps modern woman in an endless cycle
of hopelessness, self consciousness, and selfhatred as she tries to fulfill society’s impossible
definition of flawless beauty. I chose to take

care of myself because I want to, not to prove
anything to anyone.”
The titles of these reports, if for whatever
reason a news outlet feels the need to publish
the photos, should be nothing short of “Selena
Gomez enjoys a day in the sun with her friends
in Sydney,” or “Gomez looks great in her bikini
while on a boat.” Her scars are something that
she has no control over, and should be treated as
such. Any scrutiny is unnecessary and harmful
to not only Gomez, but any sufferers of illnesses
that may have left them with scars. Perhaps
Gomez would like the opportunity in the future
to speak about her scars and what the surgery did
to her body, but until then, this is a part of her
story that would be best told by her alone.
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Wake me up inside
By: Sydney Stoneback

Student writes book about
how reading is stupid

Visual Design Assistant

By: Jenna Kopec
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Senior communication major Issa Dumwon
published her first and only book last week titled
“All the Reasons Why Reading is Stupid.”
She said she hopes that the book will help
shed light on how often people waste their time
reading, thinking they enjoy it or are getting
some type of benefit from it.
“It’s just really crazy how people think
they’re gaining something from something so
passive. Like, books just plaster ideas onto you,
you know? And then your life is impacted,” said
Dumwon.
Dumwon was inspired to write the
book by a recent social media phenomenon,
#socialmediaistoxic, where individuals young
and old flock to social media platforms to state

everything they find wrong with said platforms.
“It’s genius because it’s like, you’re really
getting to the root of the problem by using the
exact medium you hate,” said Dumwon.
A local book critic and social media lover,
Renee Reasonab, said, “This book is stupid and
a waste of time. Her logic is just as flawed as
that of the movement that inspired her. She’s just
looking for a way to make a quick buck.”
Dumwon said, “Not true,” but she hopes
that people buy her book before they give up
reading all together.
Her book is available in select stores and
online through iTunes and Amazon.

NSU students are opinionated about
all kinds of things, from universal social
issues to NSU-specific concerns. Sometimes,
however, we Sharks just need to rant about
the smaller things in life to let off some steam.
In this column, The Current asks: water your
thoughts?
When I was in high school, I had to be
up and out of the door by 6:50 a.m. every
morning. It wasn’t necessarily easy to do, but
I also didn’t feel like a complete zombie trying
to get myself ready for the day.
However, now that I am in college, the
greatest struggle of my day is getting out of
bed in the morning. Now, I usually don’t even
have to wake up before 7:30 a.m. — which is
almost a whole hour of extra sleep compared
to my high school days — in order to make

it to my classes on time. But somehow, I can
still barely muster the strength to drag myself
out of bed, brew a cup of much-needed coffee,
grab a granola bar and get out of the door.
Usually, I’m not even concerned about getting
to class on time; it’s the urge to pee that forces
me out of bed.
The fact that I can’t wake up early
anymore annoys me to no end. Why can’t I
just go to bed at a normal hour and wake up
feeling refreshed? Maybe it’s the thought of
walking 10 minutes to sit through hours of
lecturing, or the daunting trip down from my
top bunk. Or maybe it’s even just the general
need to sleep more. Whatever the case, the
daily struggle of getting out of bed in the
morning haunts my dreams until the alarm
sounds off.

NSU students will give you their opinions … and for free
By: Michaela Greer
Co-Editor-in-Chief

On the evening of March 19, NSU
undergraduate students received an email from
Brad Williams, vice president of student affairs
and dean of the College of Undergraduate
students, asking them to participate in a survey
which would provide NSU information on their
desired changes to Shark Dining and Housing.
According to Williams, NSU “retained the
services of a nationally recognized independent
consulting firm, Brailsford & Dunlavey, to
administer the survey.”
Now, while I can appreciate the fact that
NSU seemed interested in the opinions of
the undergraduate population regarding these
issues, the irony was not lost on me that less than
12 hours after that email hit my inbox, students
were planning to share their thoughts at an SGA
hosted “Student Appreciation Day” event. How
coincidental, that NSU would feel the need to

solicit the opinions of students, right before
this highly-publicized event. And why then, do
we need to reach out to a third party — which
I assume we’d have to pay — to find out what
our students think when we’re right here, willing
and waiting to tell NSU.
In fact, we have been voicing our
frustrations, concerns, ideas and opinions for
quite some time now at town halls, general body
meetings, to our employers and supervisors,
professors, administrative representatives and
on social media platforms. Anyone who truly
wanted to know what students think would only
have to walk out of their office and ask them in
passing by, much like what The Current does
every week in the Shark Speak section of the
opinion column.
Students have organized events to voice
these thoughts. We’ve started petition after

petition. We’ve texted into the number provided
by Chartwells and used the kiosk near the
Outtakes register to let Chartwells know what we
think. We’ve been quoted on NSU’s television
programming, radio station and newspaper.
Just by a quick glance through these
mediums over the past few weeks I can see
that our students want to be able to go into
the University Center and buy a decent meal
that is properly-cooked, caters to their needs
— be it meat lover’s, vegan, vegetarian or
halal — and one that doesn’t break the bank.
We want to know what’s going on with our
housing arrangements with enough time to
make adequate plans, including possibly saving
for daily transportation costs. We want to have
space to collaborate with our peers during
meetings with our clubs. We want to know why
our tuition is raising thousands of dollars and

what we can expect from that increase. Really,
we want our administration to listen to us. We
want to know that we matter to an institution we
bleed grey and blue for, before we graduate and
are solicited for donations.
There is no perfect institution on the face
of the earth so I think that any realistic student
will understand that there is always room for
improvement and there may not be a solution for
every issue that is brought up. But, we expect
that institution to show us that it’s trying in a
real way by being transparent. If NSU doesn’t
have the answers, let us know because we
have some suggestions. We don’t need another
survey which we pour our little hearts into that is
eventually archived, while no real changes take
place. The point is that NSU students are here to
speak, for free. The question is: Is NSU willing
and ready to listen?

Room for Rent
Fort Lauderdale area
$650 per month
Includes access to kitchen and pool, Wi-Fi, cable
First month rent and security

For more information contact Peggy: 954.683.7663
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Military relationships: Are they worth it?
By: Karoline Ortiz
Contributing Writer

A lot of people have preconceived notions
about what a military relationship is like.
These usually come from what is portrayed in
movies or the typical tearjerker YouTube videos
showing military personnel coming home from
deployment and surprising their significant
others. Military homecomings are beautiful to
watch, but as you’ve probably noticed, there
are less videos about the goodbyes before the
homecomings and few documentaries that show
the months, even years, spent apart.
To put it into perspective, according to
Statisticbrain.com, there are a little over two
million people in the military. That’s about 0.6
percent of the population. This means that not
many people are in military relationships. But
hey, if you want to prep for a potential military
man or woman coming into your life, it’s good
to know the pros and cons.
My boyfriend, Airman José Romero, and
I have been dating since Sept. 21, 2015. We
recently became a military couple on Nov. 20
when he was shipped off for basic training in
Texas, leading me to my first con: the distance
and communication problems.
It’s more than likely that your partner
in the military will be stationed in a different
state, maybe even a different country, so if
you’re not married then you’ll most likely only
see them a few weeks total in a year if you’re

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION FROM K. ORTIZ
Ortiz and her boyfriend, Jose, before he joined the United
States Air Force.

willing to pay for flights and hotels. In the case
of deployment, you could go months without
seeing them. Communication is also difficult
due to conflicting schedules or time differences.

Another con is the danger that comes along
with it. Everyone in the military has taken an
oath to serve and protect their country. This
means that if they get deployed to Afghanistan,
they can’t just say no. So if you don’t want a
partner that is willing to give their life for their
country, this type of relationship is not for you.
Of course there are benefits as well.
Most of the well known ones, like free health
insurance, free housing and a free education, are
only for military couples that are married. The
pros of being in a military relationship, datingwise, are simply that it makes the relationship
stronger and makes you cherish each other a lot
more. The months spent apart and the little time
you get to talk makes you realize what you have
and appreciate each other more than you ever
thought was possible. It also helps build a stable
future, which is good if you’re into planning
your future years in advance.
So do I think it’s worth it? Let’s just say
I wouldn’t trade my relationship for anything.
This lifestyle isn’t for everyone. It can be
stressful, sad and extremely difficult at times.
But if you find someone that you can call your
best friend and your home, I think it’s definitely
worth a shot.

With preparations for the SGA elections underway, what problems would you like to see the next senators tackle?

“Cheaper and better food as well
as a restructuration of the housing
system since the current system is
unfair to many students and it has a
lot of problems.”
- Sierra Durnil, freshman
nursing major

“I don’t mind the food, but I
wouldn’t mind if it got better. Also
the bricks outside the University
Center need to be fixed cause
that’s a real hazard; maybe
the gym staying open later on
weekends.”
- Carla Jones, junior
nursing major

“There’s not a lot of student life
here and I wish that student life
would be improved. The other
thing is that NSU spends a lot of
money bringing students in but
once they come, they don’t have
the facilities or the classrooms
or the labs to accommodate
all of the students. So [when it
comes to] the decisions made
by administration and officials,
they are not the one suffering
the consequences of their
decisions, students are. So I
think better decisions relaying the
information to the students before
implementing the decisions
and making current students
comfortable with their college
experience. And I hope they
can tackle this problem with
administration.”
- Chethani Chitraacharige,
sophomore biology major

“Two things: one is the food
and the other one is a screen in
the University Center that plays
music all night. So, if you are
studying near the screen it can
be really distracting. I would really
appreciate if they could turn off the
music after a certain time.”
- Hanna Punnoose, sophomore
biology major

“The amount of freshman they are
taking in as well as the problems
in the housing department
[regarding inadequate space
and recent housing changes] in
addition to better food all around
campus.”
- Emily Salonia, freshman marine
biology major

12

March 27, 2018 | nsucurrent.nova.edu

